Dear Friends, 


We have received your request to be married under the care of our Meeting. 


The Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends believes that marriage under the care of the Meeting is unique and of a spiritual quality worth preserving and treasuring. 


According to the Light revealed to us, the compelling considerations for a Clearness Committee acting on behalf of the Meeting are: 

Is the couple making an informed decision? 
Is the proposed union based on values with which the Meeting can freely unite as it is asked to undertake oversight? 
Is the couple clear? 


Therefore, with the help of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, we have developed a number of questions which we ask that you study, together and separately, to be ready to discuss them with us at our Clearness meetings. 


These meetings will then allow us to make sure that there are no legal impediments to your union, and to satisfy ourselves that we can, at the end of the clearness process, recommend to the 
Monthly Meeting that you be married under its care. 


We are looking forward to working with you at this happy time of your life. 


Your Clearness Committee 


QUESTIONS FOR THE COUPLE INTENDING MARRIAGE 


PERSONAL VALUES 


As you have been exploring your personal views and expectations of marriage, in what ways have you clarified what you each hope for and expect in your relationship? 


With an awareness of the importance of communication between partners, what ways have each of you discovered for handling anger and conflict? Will these ways be useful in your future together? 


Is your communication about sex open and clear? Do you understand your own expectations and your partner's? 


Have you considered the similarities and differences in your temperaments? Are you aware of the role of tolerance and forgiveness in the difficult task of sharing life with another? 


How does each of you interpret the meaning of sharing? How would you describe to each other what you mean by privacy and by freedom in the marriage relationship? How is mutual trust a part of this? 


What is your understanding of equality in marriage? Have you come to an agreement on its application to your planned union? 


In what ways are your personal values, your cultural and religious backgrounds and your family patterns different and in what ways similar? How do you think that your backgrounds will 
influence your marriage? 


Have you considered how your religious values and convictions will be expressed by each of you individually, as a couple, and in the religious upbringing of your children? 


Have you discussed your views on having or not having children, on family planning, on child care?
FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS 


Have you allowed time to become acquainted with each other's families? In what ways might your families influence your relationship? Have your families had opportunity to meet each other? Have you thought about ways of working with family-related conflicts that may arise in connection with your marriage or afterwards? 


Are you aware of what your parents taught you, directly or indirectly, about marriage? Are you clear about what you value of these teachings, and what you want to discard? 


If either or both of you have experienced significant trauma such as sexual abuse or growing up in an alcoholic or otherwise dysfunctional family, have you given thoughtful consideration to 
the healing of those hurts which may be needed in order for you to be able to develop the healthy marriage you seek? 


If either or both of you have been married before, has consideration been given to relationships and influences stemming from previous partners? If either of you has children, how have they 
been incorporated into your plans for this marriage and for your new family life? Have your thoughts been discussed with the child(ren) and their other parent(s)? If a previous marriage has 
ended in divorce, your Clearness Committee will need to see the divorce papers. Please have them available at the first meeting. 
LIFESTYLE AND FINANCE 


Have you considered and discussed careers, their synchronization, their hierarchy? Have you come to an agreement on division of labor, housework, child care, financial providing? 


Have you thought about the importance of involving your partner actively when grappling with difficult issues such as changing jobs, vocation or lifestyle, or relocating, or feelings of dissatisfaction which may occur within the relationship or outside of it? Have you considered the effects on your relations of reaching conclusions and making decisions without consulting 
your partner during the formative stage of your thinking? 


Have you considered the need for general guidelines for areas where separate decisions are appropriate and those where mutual decisions are needed? 


Have you discussed the day to day management of your finances, decided how bills will be handled and by whom? Have you revealed to each other the financial assets and liabilities you each will bring to the new family?

Have you considered and discussed what, if any, changes you will make in the beneficiaries of life insurance policies, legatees under your wills, medical insurance coverage (both private and employer provided), or title to any real estate which either of you owns? 


Have you considered the effects, subtle or otherwise, on your relationship and its development which may result from one of you moving into a residence in which the other has lived, or into the 
other's geographic area, or into your partner's religious community? Will it be difficult for either of you to think of it as "our" home rather than as "my" or "your" home? 


RESOURCES 


What do you see as resources if problems do arise that are difficult to resolve by yourselves? Have you considered the value of obtaining assistance through counseling? Are you aware 
of the availability of such assistance through the Counseling Service of the Family Relations Committee of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting? 


Do you fully realize that your union "in the presence of God and these our Friends" is shared and supported by the love and care of your Meeting community in which you have a responsible place? That your Meeting accepts a continuing responsibility to nurture and support you in your marriage? 

CEREMONY 


Have you decided to write your own vows or change the traditional wording on the certificate? If so, it will be important to discuss this with your Clearness Committee to be sure they are consistent with the Meeting's sense of what is in keeping with a religious ceremony. 


